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Aleta Masterson

From: Michael Wood
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 8:56 AM
To: Aleta Masterson
Subject: FW: Safety Measures at the High School

 
 

 
Please post in the correspondence 
 
 
 

 
Michael L. Wood 
Superintendent of Schools 
50 Mechanic Street 
Bolton, MA 01740 
(o) 978‐779‐0539 Ext. 3002 
(f) 978‐779‐5537 
mwood@nrsd.net 
 

 Please consider the environment before printing this. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, and any attachment to it, is intended only for the individual or entity to 
which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged information or materials.  Any unauthorized review, 
use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for 
delivering it to the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original 
message.  If you are the intended recipient but do not wish to receive communication through this medium, please advise 
the sender immediately. 

 
 

 

From: Kath K [mailto:kathkingrn@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, September 24, 2012 5:49 PM 
To: Michael Wood 
Cc: George King; Nancy Federspiel1; paking@cisco.com; Parry Graham; Maureen Busch; reta42@netscape.net; Lynn 
Colletti1; 'Kathy Owen'; 'Kara'; 'Julie School Comm'; 'Jeff Odell' 
Subject: Re: Safety Measures at the High School 
 
Mr. Woods,  
  
I have to say that what you have created for parents is just what you say you don't want to do. 
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"What we cannot do is create a circumstance where by the nature of our actions we create a climate of mistrust and 
suspicion." 
  
Your email that belittled parents concerns, your lack of information to the community or to the school committee prior to a 
newspaper article, your words that belittle a judge's decision that a child needs to be under house arrest; all these things 
create a climate of mistrust and suspicion. 
  
We would appreciate at least some level of respect. We have real concerns about safety in the building. We are 
concerned about lunch areas, bathroom times and times when in general students have less supervision, more freedom 
and quite frankly the HS has had issues with drug dealing and using on premises. Add a possibility of a weapon and/or a 
child who is known to have bad enough decision making skills that he has already been placed on house arrest and yes - 
we have concerns, real, legitimate concerns. Clearly Lincoln-Sudbury had concerns as well and opted for 
suspension/expulsion of their involved student(s). 
  
Maybe what we need is a safety plan for our child as well. I hope this will be discussed at the school committee meeting 
and just to be clear - this has been disruptive to our child's learning. He is still at home, completeing work given to him 
daily by teachers and hoping to come back to school soon. The very nature of how this situation came to light and how 
you have interacted with parents and in the news media up till now is why we do not trust or believe you take this situation 
seriously. 
  
Kathleen King, Stow MA 
  
 
 
--- On Mon, 9/24/12, Michael Wood <mwood@nrsd.net> wrote: 

 
From: Michael Wood <mwood@nrsd.net> 
Subject: Safety Measures at the High School 
To: "'Kath K'" <kathkingrn@yahoo.com> 
Cc: "George King" <gking@nrsd.net>, "Nancy Federspiel1" <nancy@ccs4college.com> 
Date: Monday, September 24, 2012, 12:30 PM 

  

  

 

Hi Kathy,  

   

I appreciate the correspondence with regard to safety at our high school.  Parents have articulated they believe their 
children are safe, nervous, or even scared because they learned that there were students attending that had been 
charged with felonies involving weapons.  We do not want our students or staff to be nervous or scared.  

   

Our job is to make sure that the school is safe.  Safety steps that we take every day:   
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       Doors are locked within 10 minutes of morning bell.  

       Security cameras are pointed toward the parking lot, entrances, and hallways.  

       Supervision of all hallways when students are present.  

       Administrative presence in hallways during classes.  

       Staff are trained to share any information that is out of the norm.    

       Students on a safety plan meet routinely with an adult.   

       Routinely, the team reviews security measures to make sure all goes well.   

   

While administration, teachers and staff have managed the opening of school very successfully, increased measures of 
security can be taken to help our students and parents feel more secure. Dr. Graham and his team are able to address in 
safety plan actions such as random book-bag searches, locker searches and car searches.  These are done without 
student notice and are done at random times so as no student can plan for their “search.”  Routine meetings with 
guidance staff are also often part of safety plans.  Student and parent meetings are also key to the success of safety 
plans.  Staff can and do respond to student, parents and staff information that is shared anonymously.   They also work 
closely with our local police departments.   

   

What we cannot do is create a circumstance where by the nature of our actions we create a climate of mistrust and 
suspicion.   

   

The concerns raised are being addressed.  The strategies outlined above inform us as to whether or not there are 
weapons, drugs or harmful elements being brought onto the campus or into the school.  Searches will not be announced, 
nor will the outcomes, unless it is believed such an announcement is in the best interests of the learning community; and 
in so doing, we would be meeting our goal of increased safety.  Dr. Graham routinely  reviews how to continue  the 
positive culture of our school with his staff, and will not let anyone’s negative actions harm the safety of the student body 
or staff.     

   

Our staff is vigilante about the presence of any known safety concern and will address it in a swift manner immediately.  
This includes, if necessary, the exclusion of any student who disrupts the focus of our student body and creates a 
substantial detrimental effect.  If any such action occurs, Dr. Graham knows that he has my full support to take whatever 
action that is necessary to keep our students safe.  

   

The high school team is keeping all kids safe and focused on learning.   

  
Regards,  
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Michael L. Wood  

Superintendent of Schools  

50 Mechanic Street  

Bolton, MA 01740  

(o) 978-779-0539 Ext. 3002  

(f) 978-779-5537  

mwood@nrsd.net  

   

 Please consider the environment before printing this.  

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, and any attachment to it, is intended only for the individual or entity to 
which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged information or materials.  Any unauthorized review, 
use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for 
delivering it to the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original 
message.  If you are the intended recipient but do not wish to receive communication through this medium, please advise 
the sender immediately.  

   

   

  
  

 


